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Inspired by the open-source community and crowdsourcing technology, the last ten years have seen the growing spread of the concept of ‘open-source architecture’ to describe collaborative planning (CoDesign). In spite of the popularity of this new concept and of the image of a lively ‘bazaar’ for sharing plans, ideas and knowledge, actual implementation of these ideas in architecture has remained trifling. In the article we examine the difference between sharing tacit and implicit knowledge. Following the definition given by Carl Polanyi, tacit knowledge in architecture includes the language of drawings, an understanding of spaces and relationships between spaces, engineering systems and architectural regulations and codes. This knowledge is acquired and assimilated by professionals over years of study and practice.  We found that most of the projects claiming to be based on ‘open-source architecture’ aspire to democratization and social empowerment but have difficulty dealing with questions of tacit knowledge, responsibility and intellectual property. By examining the theories advancing open-source ideas in architecture, the existing planning agreements and the projects allegedly conforming to the open-source concept, we showed that major issues remain unresolved. These issues relate to the ability to share this knowledge, to intellectual property, and to professional responsibility and liability. First, we found that theories of open-source architecture did not fully address the ramifications of sharing knowledge with customers or end users, in architecture, and that the people behind them focused mainly on the image of a ‘bazaar’ without truly examining existing practices. Second, we show that open-source licenses eliminate professional liability and that in architecture this responsibility is at the bedrock of the relations between the architect, his client and the regulatory authorities. In order to encourage sharing of knowledge in architecture we believe further thought is required concerning instructing users so as to enable them an understanding, even if partially, of the professional language of architectural knowledge. At the same time, further effort is required to devise frameworks for guaranteeing professional responsibility towards customs and end users, while guaranteeing due credit to architects participating in the ‘bazaar’.
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